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SUBJECT: Letter from the Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, dated 27 September "l951 

The reference letter transmits information purporting to represent £v 
statements b 7 a Soviet official stationed in Europe who, the informant 
believes, is an Important functionary of the Soviet Ministry of State 
Security. This information deals with an alleged split in the Politburo i&w- 
between a war faction and a peace faction, end with the possible develop- 
ment of a "colossal thing" which the. informant believes to be a, super 
weapon. The Bureau advises that the informant has urovided reliable 
and valuable information in the past. ” ^ 
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It is difficult properly to evaluate the information without 
knowing more about both source and subsource. Certain general comme; 
however, can be made. 
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Por more than a decade an outward appearance of unanimity has been 
maintained by the Politburo and it is, therefore, impossible to evaluate 
the various rumors of policy splits within this body. It is conceivable 
that a well-developed difference of opinion could exist over a protrs,cted 
period, but regardless of whether Stalin "aligned" himself with the 
minority or majority, the split would always end a,t the moment when Stalin 
made his position known. 


The Politburo is composed of Individuals hand-picked by Stalin for 
both loyalty and ability, who owe their advancement to his favor alone 
and continue in office only under his sufferance. The best available 
reports on Politburo procedure indicate that, regardless of differences 
which may develop from the discussion of any problem, the matter is 
decided when Stalin renders final judgment. Stalin’s word determines 
the party or governmental line, and the ranks are closed. Peuding cliques 
have never been tolera.ted by the Communist Party. 


Malenkov undoubtedly is the most important individual under Stalin 
on Communist Party matters., and perhaps on internal affairs In general; 
Molotov, however, appears to outrank all others on foreign policy. It 
is believed that in event of Stalin’s death, Molotov would be his titular 
successor, probably ruling through a triumvirate of Malenkov, Beriya and 
himself, and that there w’ould be no immediate drastic changes In policy. 
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Memorandum for the Director P * 

'** 16 October 1951 

Despite Malenkov*s present ot D +i«. . , . 

of mind on his part would influence Stalin to^h* 1111 '? Ly . th£jt any cil8n £e 

this report. / ' Lin to the extent suggested by 

tained in the. attached let ter ^ COntradlctions in the information con- 
Politteo^.^^*^^* Of the 

"*he Soviets have not g^S up the^Lf f **'* ^ addS 
Americans are earnest and I*? 3 ? ° f peace » iajld if the 

they still desire peace " °T believe the Americans, 

here is the type of ^ P ° int to l5e darlfied 

A "peace" to build tm^militarv mi e M 6 th ® oretic ally desires, 
or a "peace" (as opposed to tltal w Mn the present boundaries 
policy of expansion are far iS \° ° ontlime the Present 
settlement of international -nro-hi ikely definition & than a real 
In this sense a preventive war would d ^ ffe . rences at this time. 

felt they could not obtain til iZlnfZ* °f 7 lf the Politb ^° 
dynamic policy. " type of ^ eace ' suitable to their 

now "do not desir^to major * ty ;favor ing war 

concentrating completely in the Lst ^ * ar ® ln faVor of 

this may be interpreted as favoring «« ' l ^ ieTe :Ls a danger that 
"cold" war* rather than a desire for ®* tension of the present 

thought is somewhat superfluous fin ^ ^ C0Urse thi * 

to the other. In IzillZl T ** ° 0Uld imB1 « d iately lead 

"two-thirds desire war now’wifb +^5!- states specifically that 
seem that the most chari t»hi i *. 6 * 5aited States." It would 
would be that the tw^thirds^e^? 5 ! 6 ^! 1011 ° f SUCil a stat ™epl 
by carrying out an even more (??«. east willing to risk war now 
However, the source continues S "ifclf If jS* 07 - than at Present, 
because it is believed the TT^P tnis group desires war 

time to be prepared and tw < S /i? U I d not eive the °h ite d States 
Of the ait SdltetesT rn re8 ' alt ln def ^ 

believes that they can win now S t 1 , ? ® Politb ^°) 

possible later. Whether or Ilf iit U b ® more diffi c^-t if 
is academic. If they consider v I c f®sider the war as "preventive" 
oortainly disa^ee th “ ^ 

istic world will swallow itself S Such dl " opInlon that the imperial- 
war in their opinion is , Li Such a, disagreement means tte.t 

mean simply an extension of the lold^f 16 ’ tMS d ° eS not 

®ie other one— third are "oanickv « 
would he better than waiting Z T 

say sense moan extension of the cold war. 
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Memorandum for the Director 


16 October 1951 


The statement that this two—' thirds group "do 
not desire to cause trouble in Europe but are in 
favor of concentrating completely in the East" is a 
seeming contradiction in the sense that hot war will 
certainly cause trouble in Europe. However, it could 
possibly be construed to mean that the East is where 
the USSR desires the real front of such a war to be 
located, and believes that in the East the potential 
number of western states willing to fight may be held 
at a minimum. It may well seem to the USSR that the 
Western offensive power capable of causing "trouble" 
in Europe is smell with the possible exception of air 
capabilities. However, in any kind of "hot" war the 
Politburo must certainly expect all-out air attack, and 
be prepared to face this fact. Prom the source’s state- 
ments it would appear that concentration in the East is 
sinply for the reason he states, "This is where they can 
hurt North American interests most. " 

3. Furthermore, the informant’s warning that, If the United 
States "keeps making trouble, " Stalin will "consent to war" is 
particularly open to suspicion as a plant. 

The "colossal thing" mentioned by the informant appears to be remi- 
niscent of Hitler’s "secret weapons." It may be intended to refer to 
more powerful weapons than atomic weapons. The Office of Scientific 
Intelligence, CIA, has no knowledge of a "colossal thing, " as thus 
characterized, in preparation within the Soviet Union. 


25X1 A 

KING-MAN DOUGLASS 
Assistant Director 
Current Intelligence 
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